[Applications of molecular biology to care of patients with malignant hematological disease].
The improvement of the techniques of molecular biology allowed greater performances in the field of detection and characterization of chromosomal abnormalities and/or molecular defects observed in human hematological malignancies. Cytological and immunophenotypical results are reinforced by data obtained with standard and molecular cytogenetic tools and with PCR based techniques. Molecular data are usefull at diagnosis in order to define different types of leukemias and to score patient prognosis. Therefore, these techniques help to choose among various therapeutic options. In post induction treatment period, PCR tools allowed to measure minimal residual disease (MRD) and to distinguish new prognosis factors essential for patient's management.